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Canadian Government . . . Terms Worth Knowing! 
 

Power 
Anarchy 
Politics 
Government 
Social Contract 

Ideology 
 
Communism 
Socialism 
Liberalism 
Conservativism 
Fascism 
 
Left Wing 
Center 
Right Wing 

Democracy 
Direct Democracy 
Representative Democracy 
Totalitarianism 
 
Constitution 
 
Constitutional Monarchy 
Head of State 
Governor General 
Royal Assent 
 
Head of Government 
 

Federal State 
Division of Powers 
Federal Level 
Provincial Level 
Municipal Level 
Aboriginal Level 
 
Riding /Representation by  
Population 
 
House of Commons 
MP 
Prime Minister 
Cabinet 
Bill 
Private Member's Bill 
Backbencher 
Vote of Non-Confidence 
Opposition Leader 
Shadow Cabinet 
Question Period 
Speaker 
Party Discipline vs. Free Vote 
Order in Council 
 
Senate / Senator 
Patronage 
 
Parliamentary Government 
Executive Branch 
Legislative Branch 
Judicial Branch 
Supreme Court 
 
Premier  
Legislative Assembly / MLA 
 
Mayor / City Council 
 
Chief /Band Council 

First Reading 
Second Reading 
Committee Stage 
Report Stage 
Third Reading 
 
BNA Act, 1867 
Bill of Rights, 1960 
Constitutional Act, 1980 
 
Amending Formula 
Notwithstanding Clause 

Charter of Rights and Freedoms 
Fundamental Freedoms 
Democratic Rights 
Mobility Rights 
Legal Rights 
Equality Rights 
Official Languages Rights 
Minority Education Language Rights 

Political Party 
Party Platform 
 
Conservative Party 
Liberal Party 
NDP 
Bloc Quebecois 
Green Party 
 
Majority Government 
Minority Government 
Coalition Government 
 
First-Past-the-Post Voting 
Proportional Representation 
Preferential Ballot 
 

Dissolution 
Enumeration 
Nomination 
Campaigning 
Balloting 
Tabulation 
 
How can Canadians 
influence their 
government? 
 

 


